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would become so disheartened that they would
simply clear out of the country.

Mr. Smith: How many people have applied
for land in the Bridgetown district during the
past six months?

Hon. P. E, S. WILLMTOTT (Honorary MIin-
ister): The necessity for the Bridgetown
land office is proved by the fact that the La-
bour Government, who were out to econoinise
in this respect, did not close that office.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: These offices transact
a great dleal of work, and if we are to pre-
lpare for the future they should remain active.
We cannot conduct business tnder any scheme
of centralisation. These districts cover a
great area, anid the duty of the district
should be to see where all the land is and
have it surveyed and prepared for settle-
ment. Under cent ralisationt this work cannot
be done.
*Vote put and passed.

[The Speaker resumied the Chair.]

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.13 p.m.

Ilegislative CLouncil,
Thursday, 7th March, 191A.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4t30
p.ii., and read prayers.

HARVEY IRRIGATION SCHEME, TO
InQUIRE BY ROYAL COMMLNISSION.

Personal Explanation.

Hon. A. SANDERSON ("Metropolitan-
Suburban): My name appears on the -Notice
Paper as one of the suggested Commissioners
for this proposed Harvey Royal Commission.
I thanked the lion. member for having sug-
gested mny namne at the time, or if I dlid not
I will do so now; but I positively refused to
go on the Commission, because I was quite
satisfied that liy opinion on time Harvey would
4
je of very little value either to myself or to
anyone else, and would carry very little weight.
Having given the matter full consideration, T
beg to request that my name should be re-
moved from the list.

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps the lion. Mnem-
her will have it removed when we caine to the
Order of the Day.

BILL-CURATOR OF INTESTATE
ESTATES.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-HEALTH ACT A'MENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previouls lay. Hon. W_
Kingsntill in the Chair; the Colonial Secre-
tary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 47-Ameondment of Section 2425:
The CHIAfIRMAN: To this clause an amiend-

nient has been moved by Mr. Dafrell to add at
the end( of the clause the followig:-

(iii) By the deletion of the proviso in
Subsection (1), and by inserting at the end
the following new sections, to stand as
242jj and 242jjj :-24255. (1) In the case
of females the Commissioner shall, hefore
taking any action under Section 242J, sub-
inut to an advisory committee, constituted
as hereinafter mentioned, the evidence onl
which he proposes to take such action,) and
the said committee shall decide on the ac-
tion, if any, to be taken by him. (2) The
advisory committee shall be appointed by
the Governor, and shall consist of four
members. The Commissioner shall be chair-
Mant of the comnnittee, but shall not be en-
titled to vote onl any matter submitted to
the committee. The remaining three shall
consist of two females (one of whom. shall
be a duly qualified medical practitioner)
and one mnale. The committee shall mneet
from time to time, when sum mooed by thme
Commissioner, and may mnake rules and re-
gulations for the proper conduct of its busi-
ness. All proceedings of the advisory com-
mittee shall be held in camera. 242555. It
shall be lawful for a court established under
the State Children Act, 1907, at any time
either before or after commiittal of any
child] to order an examination to be mnade
of such child by a duly qualified medical
practitioiier, either male or femiale, if thuer
is reasonL to suspect that such child is suffer-
ing fromt venereal disease. In the event of
the medical practitioner reporting that any
c-hild is so suffering, the court shall forth-
with notify the Commissioner in writing,
who may thereupon deal with such child as
provided in subsections two to eight, in.
elusive, of Section 2425.

The question before the Commuittee is that the
words proposed to be added be so added.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move anl
amendment on the amendment, as follows: -

That after ''action'' in line 5 of 242j5
(1) the words '"hut without revealing the
nane of the person against whom such ac-
tion is contemplated" be inserted.

I entirely approve of the suggestions of the
select conmmitee, and I may say that the mem-
bers of that conmnmittee have assured me that
they are quite in accord with my amnindment.
The only possible objection that could be
raised against the proposal of the select com-
mnittee to establish this advisory committee is
that it might lead to more people than neces-
sary being made acquanted with the name of
the person against whom action is content-
plated]. There is no reason whatever why the
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name should he given to thle advisory cowt-
inittee.

Amendment on the nnieiidnient put and
passed,

Hion. J. JE. DODD:- The Colonial Secretary,
referring to soine remarks of mine last night,
said it was an insult to the Cominissioner of
Public H~ealth that I should suggest that hie
mnight act upon an anonymous letter. I take
strong exception to that statement. I have
been carefully looking up in " Hansard'' this
morning some of the speeches made during
the debate onl the Bill of 1915. Almost the
whole of the contentions matter ranged about
the proviso which it is proposed shalt be de-
leted. Dr. Saw in his second reading speech
asked-

Do they propose to have a lion's mouth
through the wall of the office of the Corn-
missioner of Public Health to lodge setret
denunciations?

Mr. Baxter, Mr. Holmes, and, T think, your-
self, Sir, took op almost precisely the samle
stand. Then again, in Committee, Dr. Saw
said-

Mfy object is to protect a person informed
againist front aity wroagfnl or malicious in-
formation.

And] the only time the leader of thle House
spoke was when he said that he also wished to
protact people fromt this abuse. Dr. Saw said
also that the object of his amnendmnent was that
the Commissioner should have before him a
statement on oath before taking any action;
otherwise the clause would give rise to oppor-
tunities for blackmail and also that abomina-
tion, the anonymous informer. If it is an I n-
sult to the Commissioner to now suggest that
he might act on an anonymous letter, it was anl
insult then, aud practically all lion, members
are to be accused, because they carried the
amendment for the signed statement. I
strongly object to the Colonial Secretary en-
deavouriug to smother criticism by using the
Conmmissioner as a foil and saying "'If you
&riticise the Bill you will be insulting thle Com-
missioner." I have been associated with the
Commissioner for four or five years, and I
strongly endorsed the recommendation for his
ap~pointmniet to the position. There is noe officer
of the civil service to whom I would more will-
ingly give power than to Dr, Atkinsou. To
assert that it is an insult to the doctor to say
that hie might be temmpted to act upon an
anlonymous letter, is to overlook What is going
on about its. There are many instances in Gov-
erment departments of the power of aiomiy-
uuity being used. We read in reports of law
eases very often that the lpolice have acted upon
anouynmous information. If one department do
it, there is notbing to prevent another depart-
nment fromt doing it. This power, if given, is
likely to be used. We have to bear in mind that
as time goes on the power will. gradually de-
volve upon officials surrounding the Public
Health Commissioner. I know it is stated in
the evidence given before the select committee
that only the Commissioner, his secretary, and
his typis know anything about these notifica-
tions. That may be all right for the present,
but as time goes on the power is likely to de-
volve upon other persons. I do not seek to take
anything out of the Bill. I know the horrible

effet-ts of venereal disease. But to open up a
channel through which anly nialiciouls-muinded
individual mtight send to the Coummissioner
anonymous letters or anonymous information
is going altogether too far. Suich a channel
Would certainly he availeil of sooner or later.
If mny memnory serves me rightly, seine time
after thle existitng Ac-t vanlue into operation a
certain individual, not of very good character.
who was- suffering from venereal disease, was
sent to Kalgoorlie and -Boulder for the purpose
of trappinig chemists. That is what was done
under the particular atiendmnoint now before us.
I1 knmow it is sometimes hard to prevent the law
being broken with iniiLounity unless informers
are used]; but in my opinion it was taking a
good deal of power to send a man suffering
from verne real disease, and a luan of very bad
reputation indeedl, in order to trap respectable
chenmists. Further than that, these proceedings
are in cattkera. When questions were asked ia
another place onl the case to which I have re-
ferred, thle fact that the proceedings were
in camera was usedi in order to avoid
giving full replies to the questions asked.
That is what has been d]one Untde-r the Act
as it stands, and( if we remove every
safeguard there is no telling wlint may occur
in future. The Commissioner of Public
Health ma;' nlot always be Dr. -Atkinson.
Some medical men whom we have had in our
,State service were not so tactful and not so
courteous as Dr. Atkinson; and we do not
kniow Whom We mlight haVe inl future. I nn
afraid it is ndw too late, but I was going to
suggest that a far better way of getting over
thle difficulty and of meeting thle trouble
which the Public Health Commissioner has
pointed out in regard to obtaining signed
statements, from individuals, would be to
anieud time Act somiewhat on these lines: re-
tain1 the signed statenment as now required,
and provide Mtt whenever the Conimissionerl
has received oral information from an in-
fected persoa-I do not ineaa oral informa-
tin from anybody-that the person has con-
ti-acted the disease from some other person:
afte-r which the clause might proceed as it is.
but with a proviso added that if it is proved
that the person complaining was not infected
by the p~erson complained of, then the latter
should have the saine right to the name and
address of the person complaining as thmere
is now in commuectiomi with a written state-
mtenit. Otnce the power of malicious infection
becomes knowin, it will be used, A.s regards
experits, sonic1 hell. members have told us that
we shoumld always follow thle expert's advice.
I Can1 only say that the experts who have
been engaged in this country have cost West-
emn Australia nin hundred% of thouisands of
pounds through thie wrong advice they hare
given. and that we are conitinutally' following
on thle track of the experts and trying to
undo the effects of the wrong advice they
hare given us. One of the niumlbers of the
present Government recently went to the,
Brunswick farm, andl thuere tore up an or-
chard planted on the advic of an expert at
a cost of £4,000 or £5,000. Dozens and dozens
of similar instances could be quoted. I do
not think we should be guided by experts en-
tirely; T think we should all consult oar own
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common sense. As regards the amendment it
may be all right so far as females are con-
cerned, although to my mind it represents an
absolute farce. I think girls would be quite
willing to trust the Comimissioner, and would
be more willing to face the Commissioner than
to face the p~roposed committee. However,
the anmendm~ent makes no provision for tlhe
youth or thle manl. The youth or the msail is
still to be subject to any whisper wic ina
reach the Commnissioner. I hope that the
amendment wvill be struck out, and that, if
possible, something will be done in the dir-
ection I have recommended.

lion. A. SANDERSON: I understand it is
the select committees amendment we are now
discussing. I wish to protest against that
amendment. To put it in the mildest way, it
seems to me questionable whether the pro-
posed1 amend ment is a wise oIIe to place onl
the Statute-book. Even assuming that it is
wise, however, the financial and tle Federal
aspects of the matter are quite sufficient to
condemn the anmendnment. W~e cannot carry
out this provision with £4,000. If members
will turn to page 43 of the evidence giveni
before the select com~mittee, they will see that
a witness stated-

I an, satisfied from, my experience that
the disease is rampant and is spreading.

The witness was then asked-
Do you think it has been the result ot

these young girls associating with returned
soldierst

The answer was-
Yes; there is no doubt about it.

Then you, Mr. Chairman, asked the witness
the following question:-

Does it not seen, to y ou that there must
be a lack of sanitary pr~ovisiont in relation
to the Defence forces to allow suc-h men to
he at large?

The witness replied-
I should ay there was a screw loose

somewhere.
Bearing that evidence in mind, and bearing
in mind the letter of our M.kedical Department
stating that they had power to go into inili-
tary camps and thle letter of the Defence De-
partment denying that the State officials had
that power, I think it very questionable whe-
ther this amendment is sound. But, even
assumning that it is sound, yet the financial
and Federal aspects of thle question make it
impossible for us to carry out such a provi-
sion.

Hon. J. DIJEFELL: In reply to Air. Dodd's
remarks, I. desire to point out that, although
he quotedl Dr. Saw as an expert, hie still pro-
tested that absolutely no notice ought to be
taken of the advice of experts.

Honl. J. E DODD: I was quoting Dr. Saw,
not as anl expert, but as a member of Parlia-
ment.

Amendment pilt and passed; the clauise as
amended agreed to.

Clause 48-isertion of new section; pro-
vision for examination and treatment of pri-
Boners, and persons in industrial schools:

Ron. J1. IMIFFELL: The select committee
recomnd that this clause should he struck

out and a new clause 242 (k) as printed on
the Notice Paper be inserted in lieu.

Clause put and negatived.
Clause 49-Amendinent of Section 242 (um)

Hon. I. W. KINWAN: In the parent Act
it is prov-ided that the publication of pro-
ceedings under all circumstances are forbid-
den in the Press. The Commissiouer has
evidently conme to the conclusion that there
may be vases in which public interest will be
served by the publication or soume reference
to the proceedings inl the Press. One of the
statements nmade frequently when the Bill was
before the select committee was that the public
knew so little regarding the provisions of the
Act, and I amn afraid the public are ignorant
in regard to some of the offences that the Bill
p)rovides for. Therefore, in the Bill there is
p~ermf~5ison to Publish the proceedings by the
written peOrmission of the Conmnissioner. I
suggest to thme Colonial Secretary that an
amendment be mnade providing that pcrniis.
sion. be given by the court and not by
the Commnissioner. T an, in sympathy with the
intention of time clause and every member of
the Committee maust agree that it is desirable
to pubilish any portioms of the evidence which
it is considered iii the public interests should
be published. The bench are in a better posi-
tion than the Commissioner to know what por-
tions of the proceedings should be published.
The bench have heard all tile evidence, while
thme Commissioner is imot present in court. A
case may be ],eard at Kalgoorlie, Albany, or
Geraldton, or some long distance from Perth,.
In any ease, the Commissioner before giving
permission would ask the benuch whether it is
advisable that permission should be given to
publish the evidence. In the case of papers
published in Perth, it is easy to communicate
with the Commiissioner by telephone, but in
thle case of papers published long distances
from Perth, the Conmmissioner would have to
be written to anid considerable time wasted and
public interest in the proceedings would be
lost. Mr. Dodd drew attention to a case in
wvhich a nmrber of chemists were prosecuted
at Kalgoorlie for on infringement of the Act
for treating smemn suffering from disease, when
they were not properly qualified to treat them.
The newspapers were not permitted to mmen-
tiou the fact that this prosecution was even
institu~te, and no mention of the court pro-
ceedings "-as mamde. [t would have hadl a salu-
tary effect if, at any rate, the names of the
offenders were published and the punishuments
stated. I move an amnendment-

"That the words 'written permission of
the Commissioner' in lines 6 and 7 be struck
ont, and 'permission of the Court before
which any such proceedings are taken' be
inserted in lieu.''

I would like to see the report submitted to the
bench. Permission mnight have to be given be-
fore the case was heard because thle bench
might say, ''ff y'ou show me the report I inay
give ronsent if in the interests of the public it
should be published''I In that ease, therefore,
it would be better to leave out the word 'writ-
ten.''
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The hon.
member is quite right in his interpretation
of the object of the amendment, to give pub-
licity where it is thought that publicity might
act as a prevention of ant offence. It is thought
that in many cases publication would be de-
sirable, but I doubt if the amendment pro-
posed would improve the position. Proceed-
ings under the Act are held in camera. If
the amendment is carried, the report would
have to be taken in the ordinary way and the,,
subimitted to the bench for approval. I~f the
bench refused permission the notes would still
be in existetu'e, and there might be a diffculty
in preventing their objectionable circulation.
When the proceedings are held in camera there
is no one to take a report of the proceedings.
That is the only objection, otherwise I can-
not see much objection to the amendmecnt , but
I oppose any proposal which will interfere
with the principle that all these proceedings
should be held in camera.

Iloti. J, WV. KIRWAN: .tf the words
written permission of the Commissioner''

are retained, it -will be necessary for the
newspapers to get a report of the proceed-
ings fromt the Comitissioner. The words

4supiplied to the Press by the Commission-
er " might overcome that difficulty. I think
it would be better if permlissiont caine from
the bench and in support of wvlit I said I
would remind the Colonial Secretary of the
remarks by '.%r. Dodd. Tn the cases Art.
Dodd referred to, a tian was seat fromt Perth
suffering from this disease for the purpose
of trapping chemists at Kalgoorlie. It was
said that hie travelled in a sleeping comnpart-
muent on time train. In any case hie had to
travel by trait, and it is likely he would
tuse time towels, and run the risk of spreading
the infection to travellers. If the report
were supplied by the bench probably that
fact wold( he made pulic. Whether the
Conmmissioner should be censured or not, at
least the public should know the particulars
sn as to express ap~proval or otherwise. It
would be better if the report were given by
the bench which would be cognizant of what
had taken place. As it is, the Commissioner
has a trenmendous amnount of power in his
hands and the bench would be impartial
and faithfully represent what is in the in-
terests of the public. T would suggest that
the amendment that I proposed should be
m~ade.

The COLONCIAL SECRETARY: The fur-
ther argument used by ' M-%r. Kirwan suggests
to my mind additional objections to the
course he proposes. It seams to ute, from his
reference to such a case as occurred in Kal-
goorlie, that the question of whether or not
this matter should be published would be
dt-cided largely b#, local feeling and local
prejudices instead of as a matter of public
policy. I can assure the hon. member that
the patient who went to Kalgoorlie not only
went there to trap chemists, and did trap
nearly all of them, but that lie was in a
condition in which he could not possibl 'y be
infectious to anyone, even if he had not
been travelling, as was the case, with an
inspector. It is not unusual for people who

are in an infectious condition to travel in
a train, without any supervision. The hon.
mnember suggests that, because of the feeling
in Kalgoorlie at tife time, the bench would
have had the matter made public if they
had had power to do so.

I lot,. J. WV. Kirwan: I made no such sug-
gestion.

The COLONIAL, SECRETARY: The hon.
memiber used this case to illustrate how wise
it would be that the local bench which
heard these cases should have power to
say whether they should be published or not.
It is a strong reason why this publication
should not be miade. There was great local
feeling over the matter. The Act provides
that it is not an offence for a chemist to
treat any pcri-sns, or suppl them with mcdi-
tines, unless thecy are suffering fronm ven-
ereal diseases. Before a person can be con
victed of having broken the law, it is neces-
sary to get a sufferer fron, the disease, as
well ais one who is prepared to p~lay the part
of informer. The individual iii question
was able to play both Parts. In view of the
fact that the proceedings are in cantra, and
that the publication of these things should
be made as a matter of public policy, quite
remioved fromt any local feeling which may
exist, I think it would be far better to leave
the clause as it stands.

Hon. J. WV. KIRWAN: I think, for the
credit of the benches of this State. we ought
to regard them as remnoved f rota any local
feeling. The resident magistrate who heard
this particular case is a gentleman who I
am quite sure is superior to local feeling,
and is held in the highest regard. We must
assumne that the benches of the State are en-
tirely free from local feeling of any kind.
The statemtent which the Colonial Secretary
has freely emphasised, that the proceedings
are in camera, is a strong argument why
the bench should have the right to require
that vertalin niatter, which it utay be con-
sidered it, the public interests should be pub-
lilhed, is published. If it he a matter of
something which is derogatory to the repu-
tation of the Commissioner, suirely the Coin-
missioner would never dream of allowing it
to ho Published. What better persona are
there to give a fair representation of the
facts of a case than those who try the ease?
The Commissioner is, after all, a party to
the proceedings. He could do a great wrong
to a private individual, though I do not say
hie would, and the bench tnay consider it
essential in the public interests that the mat-
ter should be published for the information
of all concertned. If I can get any support
I intend to divide the Committee upon this
particular clause. I claim that the persons
who have heard the case are the proper per-
sons to say what portion of the proceedings
should be made public.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will
need to withdraw his amendment with a
view to moving a further amendment.

Hon. J. W. KTRWAN: I would like to
withdraw my first amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.



Hon. X. W. LKIRWA.N: I mlove
111011t-

''That the word 'Commission
fifth line be struck out and
'The court before which such
are taken' inserted in lieu."
Amendment put and a division

the following result:-
Ayes . . -

Noes -- -

Majority against

Hon. H. Carson

Hon. S.BHn . A. Creig
Han. J. W. Kirwan

Hon. J. P. Allen
Hon. C, Pt. Baxter
lion. H. F. Colebateb
E4on. J. Ewing
Hon. V, Hamersicy
lion. J. .1. Holmem

Arus.
Hln
Ho..

Nosts.

C. mel
A. Sni

M-on, R, 3,
Hon. C. W.
Hon. C, Soa
Hon. 3. 001

Amendment thus nkegatived; t
put and passed.

Clauses 50, 51, .52-agreed to.
The CHAIR'MAN: I would pe

the leader of the House that it is
where part of the clause is itali
the whole of thle clause should be
It is almost impossible for the Coi
Consider part of a clause withoni
to the portion in italics, and ii
refer to the portion in italic:s th
out of order. It will be aecesai
leader of the House to inform his
in another place that all the words
in italicised clauses will have to
as new clauses.

The COLONVIAL SECRETARY:
agree.

Clause 53-Amendmnent of Seeti
lHon. A. SANDERSON: Is it p

reprint the whole of this Health
these amndments are gone throus
Bill is passed?

The COLOINTAL SECRETARY:
clause of the Bill makes provisioi

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 154, 55-agreed to.
Clause .56-Amendmient of See,
lion. A. SANDERSON: I won

draw the attention of the Commil
report of the Comuiissioner of Pub
page 14, and to ask the Ministe
going to take any steps to deal
matter. Thle report says, under It
"School Medical Inspection "-

During the year uinder review
eal inspection of school ehildr
most a dead letter.

I wish to point out that, on tlx
of the Colonial Secretary's wnedi.
it has been a dead letter. Wha
the Colonial Secretary going to t
that notice is taken of our- legi
actillents?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
that the medical inspection of seho

%,U J.NtiLL.

SI] amend- shouid at that time have become a dead letter.
Doctors were appointed for the purpose, but

.er' in the for financial reasons and the scarcity of these
thle words gentlemen the work was abandoned. Since
proceedings the report front which the bioa, member read

was issued, the work has been resumed.
taken with Hon. A. Sanderson:. I was quoting front

the latest report I could get.
-- 6 Thle COLONIAL SECRETARY: There is

*.10 a medical officer engaged on that work at the
- present time. Medical officers in the different

4 districts are expected to assist, and do assist,
- but in the present conditions throughout the

country districts, it would be quite impractie-
Kenzie able to ask at medical officer to make regular
aderson inspections of schools, which we would under

(Tagler.) other circumstanjces expect them to do. There
are miany pAaces which have maitaied doc-
tors, but which are now without them, and it
is inevitable that most things have had to be

Lynn left undone. It is as much as medical men
Miles canl do now to barely attend to people who

nmers are actually sick. The work is being (lone s
sfell well as it can be (lone in. the present extreme
(Telief.) circunmstances. In inspections which have been

made of large schools lately, from 12 to 32
he Clause per cent. of the scholars have been found to

be infected with vermin, and such infection is
almost entirely confined to girls, because of

mt ot totheir long hair. W~e might really double those
aisable t figures if we want to get at an accurate per-thviatl centage, and that would mean that from one-

cised, tht fifth to upwards of one-half of the girls in
italieised.telagscolhaebefon to ei-

nimittee to fted laretshol havein bn foundo toat be i-
treferring feessed withe rin.eet In vie ofChatre teis

f members necvess ay illmei the interests of the cide hm
cy will be slesand stilln mhtoe inpheiere of the tr
c oreaue proposed in the Bill should be given.
contained Hon. A. SANDERSON:. I think the Comn-

be moved usittec will admit that wve have had some valu-
able information from the Minister. I have

Tqie been sent here to watch the interests of the
Iqie peoptle r represent, and it is important that

ion 259: matters of this description should receive at-
reposed to tention. I think it would be advisable to give
Bill once power to a school teacher, in addition to a

~h ad te medical manl, to report cases of unclean or
h an the verminous children. TIhe infornmation which

The last the Minister has given uts is disquieting, but
n for this, of course it goes back to the old question of

thle financial condition of the country. How-
ever, I think that a teacher should be able to

tion 254: report matters of this description, and there-
I like Ito fore I move an amendment-
ttce to the ''That in line 3 after 'medical officer'
lie Health. thle words 'or teacher' be added.''
r if he is The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I spine-

with thle ciate the motive of the hon. mnemnber, but I
hie bleading hardly think it would be wise to accept his

anmendme nt. There are two powers, the one
thle mcdi- of suggestion and persuasion, and the other

en was al- of compulsion. The clause 2 roposes to give a
medical officer p~ower of compulsion, and

e showing parents can be prosecuted. A. school teacher
cal offieri, has the power of suggestion and persuasion,
t steps is and we do not seek anything more so far as
ake to see the teacher is concerned. It would be a doubt-
slative en- fill policy to say, on thle statement of a teacher,

that a parent should he liable to prosecution.
I regret A teacher can report, and they do report.

ol children verminous1 Cases. They report them also to
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the parents, and urge them to keep their
children clean.

lon. A. SANDERSON: I will withdraw
the aniendment, but I think we should have
devoted more time, mare care, and more
criticism to these different clauses. We then
would have had a more satisfactory Bill.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.
Clause .57-agreed to.
Clause 58-Amendment of Section 300:

Iron. J1. W. KIRWAN: I would like the Col-
onlial Scectdry to give some information to
the Comnmittee regarding this clause. The
parent Act requires that no proof shall be re-
quired of the particular or general appointmnent
of any puhlic health official or any officer of a
local authority. The Bill goes further, and it
provides that there need not he any proof of
the qualification of any officer of a local auth-
ority. I would like to know the reason for the
amendment, and also whether tinder any other
Act it is not necessary to give proof of clnali-
ficatious. When a dloctor is in court the mero
fact. that he is a legaqlly qualified practitioner
is sufficient, but here it is proposed that the
qualification of the official who is taking pro-
ceedlings shall not he considered.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Cases have
arisen in which defending solicitors have tried
to draw this red herring across the trail, and
have insisted upon officers proving their quali-
fications. The idea is that the appointment of
the officer to the position he holds is a sufficient
qualification.

Ron. A. SANDERSO7N: There is a differ-
ence between proving qualifications and asking
what qualifications are. Would this prevent a
doctor being asked what his qualifications
were? I should imagine it would.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;- it
would not require him to prove his qualifica-
tionls.

Clause put and passed.
Claulses 59, fiG-agreed to.
New clause:

Hon. JI. DIJPlELL: At anl earlier stage
Clause 48 n-as deleted with a view of inserting
a new clsuset to be known as 242kk. Hon. mem-
bers will see that it deals with the definition
of industrial schools. The second portion of
the proposed new clause will take the place of
that which appeared in the Bill dealing with
the detention of prisoners. If bon. members
will tuirn to page 25 of the evidence, they will
find there that Mr. Campbell, the Deputy Comp-
troller of Prisons, was asked some questions
with regard to prisoners suffering from ven-
ereal disease. Ile stated that last year there
were 620 male prisoners, and of that number
JS were suffering from venereal disease and
tenl of them w-ere discharged] cured. In the
female section there were 254 prisoners, 14 of
whom bad venereal disease, and two were dis-
charged Cured. The difference in the number of
the female and umale prisoners was borne out in
the evidende by the fact that in most instances
male prisoners were long-sentence prisoners,
which afforded ample opportunities for the
medical officer to successfully deal with the ilis-

ease; hut in the case of the female prisoners
they were chiefly of short sentence, and there-
fore there was not sufficient time in which to
positively cure them. Fronm the evidence ad-
duced by this witness and by Sub-Inspec-
tor 0O'Halloran, the select committee came to
the conclusion that the proposed amendnient in
Clause 43, dealing with the detention of pris-
oners, was not acceptable. We held that when a
prisoner has served his time he has expiated
his crime, and that in the interests of common
humanity he should not be further detained.
in these circumstances the proposed new clause
was evolved. I think it fully meets tile case- It
will do away with the question of detaining
prisoners after the expiry of their sentences.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I intend to
acelit this proposed new clause. I think it re-
moves every ohjetion raised against the sug-
gestedI .vncudnmeut. It also gives the depart-
ment anl opportunity of keping in touch with
the sufferers, aind therefore it removes thle
chief difficulties which we have been labouring
under in the past. At the same time, I do not
admit that the original proposal put uip by the
department was not a good one. S5imilar pro-
vision occurs in the Victorian, Tasmanian, and
Queensland Acts, while the New South Wales
Act makes provision that all long sentence pris-
oners shall be detained until cured. In New
South Wales a select conmnittee has recently
recommended that the provision be amended to
provide that all prisoners shall be dletainedl un-
til cured. Some of thle witnesses before the
select comnmittee, representing the views of
those who entirely object to the detention of
prisoners, apparently took the view that it was
the proper course for the military authorities
to detain returned soldiers until they were
perfectly cuired. It is somewhat inconsistent
to say that the returned soldier, who cer-
tainly has more excuse for his condlition than
have other sufferers, should be detained until
cured, anid yet to say it must not be suggested
that a prisoner also shall be detained in hos-
pital until he is cured. The proposal of the
select committee will meet the case in a gen-
eral way. I accept it largely in deference to
the wishes of thle select committee, because
I ami satisfied that they hare done splendid
work which will be of service in this State
and will also be availed of in the other States
in their health legislation. The reasgon for
putting up the original proposition was
very clearly shown in the statement of Mfr.
Duffell, when he referred to the number of
prisoners discharged while still suffering from
venereal disease. It was put forward as a
humane proposition; because prisoners when
they leave gaol usually have no money, and
it was throughit that it would be an act of
kindness to place them in an hospital until
cured. I readily accept the proposul of the
select committee. I move-

" That the following be added as a new
rlause:-242kk. (1.) In the construction and
application of this section, the following de-
finitions shall apply :--' Industrial school'
means an institution approvedl and certified
by the Governor for the purposes of 'The
State Children Act, 1907,' for the detention,
maintenance, and training of children found
guiilty of an offence punishable by imprison-

765



4 UO

meait or of children transferred fronm an-
other institution under that Act, and in-
cludes a reformatory. 'Prisoner' shall in-
clude any person in gaol or subject to deten-
tion in an industrial school, whether male or
female. It shall be the duty of every medical
officer attached to any gaol or industrial
school to examine any prisoner (except a
pirisoner under remand) who he may suspect
of suffering from venereal disease, and if,
as a result of such examination, the medical
officer is of opinion that the prisoner is so
suffering, he shall forthwith notify the Com-
missioner in wvriting, giving the name of the
prisoner and particulars of his diagnosis. It
shall be the further duty of such medical
officer to re-examine every such prisoner at
least fourteen days before he is due to be
discharged, and if hie is thent found to be
suffering froin venereal disease, such medical
officer shall, at least seven dlays before the
dlate ,of his discharge, notify the Conmmis-
sioner of the fact giving his name and pros-
pective address (if any), and the due date
of his discharge. The Commissioner may
thereupon give notice to suchl prisoner that
lhe shall, within three days, report himself to
the Conmmissioner and] place himself under
such treatment as the Commissioner may
direct, and he may be proceeded against and
dealt with, as provided in suhsctions two
to eight, inclusive, of Section 242j. For the
due carrying out of the provisions of this
section alone, the Commissioner may appoint
any medical officer as his deputy.''
New clause put andl passed.

Title--agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILL-ELECTORAL ACT AM~END-
MENT.

Assembly's Message.
Message having been received from the

Assembly giving reasons f or disagreeing to
the amendment made by thme Council, the
Miessage was now considered.

In committee.
Hoe. W. Kingsinill in the Chair, the Colo-

nial Secretary iu charge of the Bill.
The CHAIRMAN: The amiendment mnade

by the Couincil to which the Asseniblv has,
disagreed, is as follows:-

New clause-Add the following, to stand
as No. 6:-Disorderly behaviour at meet-
ing. (See Cam., No. 17 of 1911, Section
182e.) 6. A section is inserted in the prin-
cipal AcLt, a.s follows:-lS8h. (1.) Any per-
son who, at any public meeting to which this
section- applies, acts in a disorderly man-
ner for the purpose of preventing the trans-
action of the business for Which thre mneet-
4ing is held shall he guilty of an offence
-against this Act. Penalty-Pive pounds or
one month's imprisonment. (2.) This sec-
tion, applies to any lawful public political
meeting held in relation to any election of
members of Parliament between the date of
the issue of the writ for the election and
the date of the return of the writ.

The CoLONIAL SECRIETARY: I move-
"'That the amendment be riot insisted

on.,,I
The amendmtent was inserted at the sugges-
tion of Mr, Lynn, and I still think it was a
good amendment. The effect of it was to em-
body in our Electoral Act the provision which
obtainis in the Commonwealth Act in regard
to public mneetings. However, I understanid
that froze all sides in another place but little
respect was shown for the Commonwealth
statute. I have consulted with Mr. Lynn and~
he has agreed that the matter is oot worth
pressing.

Hon. V. HAMEE,'SLEY: I amn surprised that
another place has trot agreed to the amend-
meeit. It is a very reasonable ptrovision to
have in the Bill. Thle reasons given by the
Assembly for disagreeing with the amnted-
mieet appear to inc almost childish. To allow
this to go is to invite interruption at every
public political meeting.

The Colonial Secretary: There is provision
in the Police Act.

Hon. V. HIAMERSLEY: It frequently hap-
pens that there are no police on the spot. The
chairman of a public political meesting has
no means of combating concerted action on
the part of two or three obstructionists, It
is B grave abuse if thre arguments of all
parties are not placed fully and freely be-
fore the public. The provision should appear
in the Electoral Act. If I receive any sup-
port, I will press this question to a division,
with a view to asking members of another
place to reconsider the matter.

Hon. R. T. LYNNI: Perhaps the Colonial
Secretary will quote to the Committee the
sections of the Police Act dealing with. this
matter. I think the inclusion of the provi-
sion in the Electoral Act would have a steady-
ing effect in certain portions of the metro-
politan area. The mere mention, by the
chairilanL of a public meeting, that the Elec-
toral Act contains such a provision would,
in an emergency, have a steadying effect. I
know certain muemtbers of another plate con-
sider the amendment ridiculous, but T sin not
sure from what districts those hion. miebers
colie.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I would
remnind Mr. Ilamersley that the absence of the
police from a public meeting does not put the
Police Act out of operation, and that it would
be lust as easy to carry, out the provisions of
the Police Act in the absence of police as to
carry out this suggested provision of the
Electoral Act in the absence of police. In
either case it would be a martter of having
sufficient evidence. Still, I ain of opinion
that this is a better provision than that
contained in the Police Act, and I ant rather
surprised that the amendment should have
been treated with such scant courtesy in an-
other place. The fact of its being incleded in
Commonwealth legislation would, I thought,
have ensured it respectful consideration from
ait all events certain hion. members elsewhere.
However, I do not know that there is any
particular hurry over this Bill. There is no
reason why lion, members should not be per-
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fectlv satisfied on the point. I therefore

That progress be reported.
Motion put and passed.

The President restumed the Chair.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.6 p.m.

legislative asosembip,
Thursday,, 7th Mtarchi, 1918.

Thle SPEAKER took the Cbai- at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For ''Questions on Notice'' and ''Papers
Presented'' see ''Votes and Proceedings.'']

SELECT COMMITTEE, RABBIT PEST.
Extension of Time.

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [4.35] :1
Move-

''That the time for bringing up the re-
port of the select committee be extended
for one week.''

We have examined a great many witnesses
and have eat on not less than one dozen occa-
sions. Some of the members of the select
committee now desire to visit certain portions
of the wheat bolt anid find out for themselves
what sort of work the rabbit carts are doing.

Question put and passed.

BILL-FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT1

Received fromt the Legislative Council and
read a first time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1917-18.
Ia Committee of Supply.

Resumed fromn the previous day; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair.

Agricultural Department (Hon. H. B. Le-
frioy, Minister).

Vote-Agriculture generally, £49,780:
The Chairman :Before commencing the

debate en the Vote ''Agriculture generally,
£49,876,'' I think it highly desirable to decide
whether members are to be allowed to speak
more than once on the general discussion. The
question turns upon the interpretation of para-
graph (b) of Standing Order 386ib, namnely-

A general discussion on the administra-
tion of the one department held on the first
vote of that department.

My interpretation is that it applies Only to a
department which includes two or more votes,
such as the Premier's Department which in-
cludles votes for the Premier's Office, the Lon-
don Agency, and Government Motor Cars. I
hold that it does not apply to a department
which has one single vote, such as ''Agricul-
tore generally, £49,786.'' It is quite true
that the words of paragraph (b) wvill bear
another interlpretation, namely that a single
vote is the first vote. But we have a guide to
the right interpretation in the report of the
Standing Orders Committee upon recommend-
ing Standing Order 386a to the House. The
third paragraph Of this report reads as fol-
lows:-

Your comimittee are further of opinion
that it would be unwise for the House to
restrict the rights of individual members
when speaking to the vote or item inimedi-
ately tinder discussion. To do so would be
an interference with the important principle
of full consideration of the Estimates in
Commnittee. WThen, however, an extension
of thle limits of discussion is allowed to in-
(dividuial nmelers that extension mauy fairly
be made subject to restriction. The two
eases in which such extension has been
allowed, by the authority of custom, and
with the approval of the House, are-(1) a
general discussion oil the whole of the Esti-
,nates, ,vhen the first vote is before the
Committee; and (2) a general discussion
on the whole of a departnment when tle first
vote of that department is before the Corn-
miittee.

These wvords leave no doubt in my mind as to
my interpretation being correct. I rule, there-
fore, that paragraph (h) of Standing Order
.186a does not apply to the discussion on the
question now before the Committee, namely
that thle Vote '' Agriculture generally, £49,786''
stand as printed, and that members are not
restricted in their right to speak more than
once to the question. I have no desire, or in-
tention, whatever to flout the will of the Corn-
mittee because I would be wrong if I at-
tempted to do so, but before we proceed with
the discussion I want holt. members to decide
this question. At the beginning of the dhis-
cussion on ''Lands and Agriculture," seeing
that the vote is divided into two parts, the
first "'Lands and Surveys'' and the second
''Agriculture genierally,'' the Honorary Min-
ister (Hon. F. E. S. Willmott) said, in the
course of his opening remarks, be would only
deal with the Lands and Surveys Estimates.
Therefore I thought I would confine the gen-
eral discussion to that vote, ''Lands and Sur-
veys,'' and I gave hon. members distinctly to
understand that when the lepartment of Agri-
culture was being discussed they would then
have the right to freely discuss it on the first
item after the Minister had made his opening
remarks. It is for hon. members to decide
whether I am wright or wrong in this connec-
tion; I1 think the matter might be cleared up
before the discussion starts on the vote ''Ag.
riculture generally.''

Dissent from the Chairman 's Ruling.
Hon. T'. Walker: It is a somewhat extra-

ordinary procedure to suddenly ask the House
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